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This application is the United States national phase application of PCT 
Application Number PCT/DE2004/001571, filed July 16, 2004. Some of the references 
identified on Form PTO/SB/08A were cited in an International Search Report (ISR) dated 
November 30, 2004, in the corresponding PCT Application and are relevant for the reasons 
provided therein. A copy of the ISR is not being submitted with this IDS as it was received by 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office, as indicated in the Notice of Acceptance of 
Application under 35 U.S.C. § 371 and 37 CFR § 1.494 or § 1.495, dated September 1, 2006. 

Other references identified on Form PTO/SB/08A were sited in the International 
Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) June 22, 2006, for the corresponding PCT Application 
and are relevant for the reasons provided therein. It should be noted that the IPER states that 
Claims 1-6 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4) for novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability. A copy of the IPER is enclosed herewith. 

United States Patents 6,641,831 and 6,706,273 are submitted herewith as English 
language equivalents to EP 0985413 and WO 01/12242 respectively. 

The relevance of WO 98/07456, EP 0701824, EP 0202445 and EP 0234004 is 
indicated on pages 1-2 of the specification. A corresponding English language abstract is 
provided herewith for EP 0701824. United States Patents 6,160,033; 4,797,282; and 4,853,225 
are submitted herewith as English language equivalents to WO 98/07456; EP 0202445, and EP 
0234004 respectively. 

It is believed that claims 1-6 are patentable under United States standards and are 
in condition for allowance. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (b)(3), no fee is believed to be due for the 

submission of this Information Disclosure Statement, as it is being submitted before the mailing 

date of a first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, the Commissioner for Patents is hereby 

authorized to charge any fees which may be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) 

original and one (1) copy of this Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM 



Richard L. Byrne 
Registration No. 28,498 
Attorney for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
Telephone: 412-471-8815 
Facsimile: 412-471-4094 
E-mail: Webblaw@webblaw.com 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation 
is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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